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PHCiBLEl!.! or PHI w:on~ xv 9, 1973 

(Tranala tQH1 1rt.~ra tho UUlHJian by a.tarie i.Uhaj lvvi vaaic 
and Cbri~tvpb$r Bir~) 

~rapsrchQ~~[!: Fiction ~~ ~~!l'l 

V. P. Zincbonko, ~~bar of th~ AcA~ay of 
Pe<bgvgical Sci0J:l-t:~0 ot U.B.a.a.; A,. U .. . t.Altontitt'Y, 
Ct~rre.opvnding ~b~r ot the Aca<Way ot Poc:m~or:;ieal 
Sci~ncom; B. F. Lo~oT, Ka~bor of tho Aca~DUJ of 
Peda£v&ical Scio~~a, and A. R. LuriA. 

The queati~n put fc~rd in the title cf thi~ articl• 

bas ~en discussed for decados in world ec1enti!ic aud popu~r 

literature. Lens ~riods ~f calm haY~ alternated wit~ pqrio~ 

~f &~1tat1vn with r~a~ct to di~clcsuros on th15 cr t~t psrs­

nc.trD.!.l pbe116'menou. 'fb, autb"rs of the prerM"ot art:!.c: le do n4Jt 

reiard thanaelvos am specialiata in tbo field of pa~pQycbolo~y. 

HoveYIIr, tlw incroaz.e in the nuaber o! articltr~m bwatly 1Xl 

p~pular sc10ntific publications) both iD gur country nnd abro~a, 

c.,n par:a.vaycbolvgieal "'b!Jervat.iona rus '\\'ell ag nt~3rch conducud 

on !~rsonA h4vin& paranormal &bilitiftc, havs forQod us to 

addreas c:.ureelves t'-1 thie ifl..cuo. One •nmt at~a• tlu\t tM OT.:!l"-

vhelu1ng a3jor1ty vf articl0~ on thiu topic are autborod by 

Jvurnalizts and vnly in e~rtain instances are articles by 

pr~fGsaivnal Geie~tiotm, ~ucb ~m p®JC~~l~~~ta and pbyeiolo$1at~. 

publisbad. Tbougb tho jvurn&liztic publicatiunc often have 

publicity Y.P.lus, t~y du not e~ up to t~ rf:~»Gnlly P.cccptet4 
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are oft~n B)'llpatbatj.cally re.ce~tiYttd b;r ecie.atist• of various 

d1ecipl1nen, not to ~peak of tbo!r favorable rec~pti~n by the 

general public. 

In this rospet:t, the rasul ta of polls conducted in 1972 

arad ude public in January, 1973, "by the ecUt.vrial board of 

tbe Brit.1ab jvurnal, ~ Scifl\'Dtist, are eignificant. In 411, 

72,000 quHtionMireiS voro sent vut. uf tlla l, 500 ~~eientiat• 

wbw responded, abc.Jut 70 per eont nre ot the opinion tut para-

. ncrul pbitnomena aro oitb$r firmly eatabliobocl (2.5 p;sr c.aat) cr 

entirely pr<.~~ble (42 par ~r.lt). 

le have oo uiailAr ~ta indicatin! tbe attitude of Sovi~t 

acientiata tv~ard tbia topic, but ~n)' irte8ponaible publiea­

tioos bavo trosted parapsyeaoloey in ~ur co~ntry in a way which 

de11tply concerns ws. For thi:e .r4'Uttwn, w bslicrt'tt tba t tbo ti~ 

ia ripe to e~prcu the vi:owpoint of tbo 0 .a.n .11. Society ot 

PB;rcbolo~ieto to'E!Ar<l parap~yclKilogy, tiM etatus ot "Cfbieb tr.l.S 

· di~u~ed at one of tbs ~tin~ of t~ locicty•a Preai~iu~. 

Tho J'lcald (;! ~rrllpt'H"Cholo~ie&l Rc!!t::-reb 
..,_ .......... _- --------· 

In tba E~yclo_}"'!Odi.& of ~.<>tw9bY, p&ra.payebology 111 

eofib@d •• a fiold gf re9Garca vhicb hAaically =tudiea (1) 

forms of perception Affordin3 a ~~ of rocoivina inforaation 

eb.icb can.n.ot ~ explain-3d by. thtt ~ a~~. and (2) eorrct~p.onti­

ing fo~£ e;t th~ i.olJaCt o! mn o:r-~ai~ QJI pl.tyiiU:al p!:..all.c~M 
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occurring outside tbe organi~a without asaiatacee of auscular 

effort•, !•J•• by intent, .ental influence, !!C• 
The ~jority of contempornry parap•yebololiat» distinguish 

tbe following catei0r1es of pbeno.ena: 
,..- / 1 uu~~ ('"r'1<.h"' 15 l""t' 

~LTelepathz: Mental col'lllunication betwe"'Jn a po::-so:n trans-

mittinc information and one receiving informati~n (referr0d to 

a• the under and tbe recipient)] With tbe belp of telepathy, 

t1ro perllons exchange information 11ith no aetio!l of tbe known 

aenae ~rgans. In essence, telepathy 1• tha ability-to obtain 

informati~n from another living being. 

v/ l_g~irvorane!: Perc(tption of certain events, pbeno11ena, 

and objocts, which providon an individual knowledge ¥itbout the 

participation of tbe known se~ organs.: ·-
Precognition: The foretelling cf events basftd on the 

reception vf inforeation from the future which cannot b0 based 

~n the la~a of reaoon. Tbis may bo a particular typa of clair-

.. voyance. 

Dowain5: The ~teans by which per.ona with the help of an 

ant.enM ~~ rod (a oont tNtallic wire, _b'rancb from a troe, ~.) 

can allegedly detect tbo pres.oncG· of underground water, Orf)S, 

voids and other target objects. This is often referred to aa a 

"biophysical effect." 
r----

/· Paradia~notitics. 
:·-( ..... r-,.. . ;_, .... t r : <,.; .. ,.. .. :.:· ,· ~< ··'~--~-~ ~ __!....j -1 

in-which th;Sro its no- conta.ct llfitb t9 patil!mt. : 
_j 

Tbo above for~~ of C0n~1tivity are otton lumped togetb~r. 
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under th• term "extrauensory perception" or ESP. However, 

there also ex1at a clat:as of influences on physical phenomen•: 
_.-- 1 , .... rrT 

v[Psychokinesis: -:T~~ ~e_ntal influence o.f a po-l'Gen on 
n( t,:.J v' \,I·.~::.___: . 

aurrounding objects,~ -for--iiU'tance, un--tbe-norm.al·-electrica.l 

&c..ti-v:lt.y._of _a plant, or on tbo pomi tion in epace · ·ot ·various 

~-ma-(generally light vei;bt objects). 

,y ~~~~~but,~~':" P~Y,' «~" ~J';j 1 !;t~ ::·~:"c",: I r:y~:~~}';;~: ~~i ;ne ~'cc I sio ~~ 
which a-p€1-reon -a taring into- tbe--lens·-of ··a-camera--impri-nts_cn --

t.be-f-i-lm-...a.--IIo\tlntal--rlltpreaontation of an object that be imagines 

but which is in reality not present. 

tl>arsmedicine: -A-tield- connected- wi th--para-pmycnoiCigy-which \! ~ I 

e.:::c7ec. b(..\. 
1-DV"-lVOSI U:USXplainod methods Of -t-J:t&atme.n.t=aucb-tt1t healing by r,cr,- 'f\\ ;''::, c,, 

+t: d1 r.; ·•:.- •' 
tbe -laying on of ba.ndu and a form of mental Huggestion· ·1n vhicb j-

-healing 111 attempted without immediate contact, sometimes at a 

·--irea t distance. 

All these phenomena are atudied by the field described 
J 

as ''parapsychology," and GOmetimes termed "peychotronics," or 

• "peycboenergeticll." Not long ago, hypnotic pllenom.ena were 

unjuat.i:fiably regardod aa parapsychological. Today, in the 

context 0f parapmychology, hypnosis is used a& one of tbG methods 

by which paranormal phenomena are allegedly prvduced, but i& 

not c0naidered to be paranormal. Often the abilities of yogis 

are incorrectly conaiderod to be paranormal. Sometimes oven 

aatroloiy is included in the "diticipline" of parapsychology. 

To some observ~1~, th~re is a si1~le underlying myeterioua 
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"fCJrcon or Gnie=atic ••principle•• that azene11 u tu basis for 

\Ulitins and o:.tplaining the~ pb.Gn<J180na. lk.nrever, tu coll.llid.er 

8uc21 • sin&lG bs.eifl as adoquat~;~ fvr explainiDS all t.be pbenonona 

iu such a complea field of OC1Gnt1fic reeearcb 1a, in principlQ, 

•1•pliat1c and incorrect. 

Brief Historic Ovorv1e9 ~ th~ St.atu.a 2_! Partl;)myebol?fjl Abroad 

51n.ae ancient tiEWa, paranoraal abili t:J.ec bav-~t been 

aacribed to ebaaaM, wizards, la..._., JOiill, and ttd like. 

However, we will net murv•1 th•t tgpic but will aovc to tbm 

·ccientific. In Europe, parap~ycbology, aa a method of 07a~aatie 

e:xperimontAl rosearcb. and o'b&JrvatiCJn 1 came into btli~ in 1882 

with the o~~anization, in ~ndon, of tba Society !or ~~yehical 

ws~~-earch. Thia orz;a.niution, which is at1ll 1n existence, vas 

the first paraptJJclwlvc;ical rez.areh society. Sine~ tt!&t timo, 

numerou.a aiJalt.~gvWi moeietiea bavo been orpni.sed in many countrie!!! t 

most of wbicb lasted only a !Jh-Vrt period of time. At tbtt preuo11t 

· t11110 • there tntiat IUADY parap::s,-ebolo~ical aociotica; SODt of thea 

are non-profeaa1o~'l in nature and oaroll only a eaall Daaber­

abip. Botle cf the aocieti@fJ ar!l providad witb ~11 laooratori~ 

b7 private-fund& and by tho du~ c~llfl'!tod troa too orp;;aiutionAl 

Mnbermhip. &e1entif1cally-ori1.tnud _.bora <Jf the profem~~ionsl 

•ocietica are affiliated vitb tbfa f'r:apaycbolccical A_ssoe:intion. 

au 1ntern.SAt1onal oro:ani1r.a t:ioa 'i71Uct\ b:!io 1 to boadquarters in tbr 

United auto$. In l£59, tl.r.o All:4lric.m..n ~iat1oa for tM 
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Adyanc~nt of Science, which unites various scientific 

avcietios in ~b• United Statea, admi~tod t~ Parapsy~~logical 

Aasoc ia ti(,jn tv its J:>..em~rablp. 

Par&pAycholo,ical research ia t~ v.s.A. is carried oa 

at a limited number of univorsitiea and "'tber scientific re-

aea1·cb cent~~>r&. Aeeordinti to unofficial sourcu, tbe .A.!Nrican 

fed.Gral govern~nt sp.endm bet'll'MD .one-halt and one ·aillicu 

d<.~llarm a year on pa.rapt~~ycbol"s1cal roaoarch. ScJ.1Mlt largo .f11"'118 

alau lend fil.ancial aupp(Jrt to tbe rtnzearcb. line oueb new 

t~r£Anizat1ou is tho eorpontic>n recently eroatea b}' Edgsr Witcboll, 

the American ••tronaut vbo 1'llCS involved iu fe,ur eess:i.ona of 

attempted telepathic co.:unication during bia flight to tbe mo~u. 

(A definitive, credible result was not obtained fr(ill this study.) .. 
1be goal llf .Witch\911 '11 cvrporation io to develop paran.c.nal 

human abilities and to carry QD reaoareb in oucb areas as para-

medicine and poycbokiooaie• llitchell bopeu tQ uks his corporation 

ul:f-supporting. Amon1 its c"Multanta Aro tbe wll-known . 

·space &cientist ll~rner von Brnun, ~• vell as &overal aciontistn 

fros fairly reopoetrr.bls roMareh e0nt.o-ra. An Aead.eay of 

Parapsycbclc..gy and J!edicino ia a.lso actin in the t.lni tod SU. te•, 
with ita beadquartftrs in California. 

Acc~rd!na tg etmtioticm compiled by parat~ycbologiata, 

tbare cxiot non than 240 labc'..~ntorioa and l!WCiet:J.es in 30 

cou.ntriea of tba "!i7orlde ~wevtn·, t~ia e-.atir.atG eign.S.fiCAntly 

uvormtat&.!l th.!J ooiontifie. vo:dq; ».air..~ CoM in ~npsycholo~;r. 
Approved For Release 2002f11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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Furthel"''Muro, the sajority of these orgSt.ni:z.ations exi11t in tw u.s.A. 
Independent and, as a rule, sm•ll-ecale scientific re-

aearch projocta 'Vf a parapsychulc..gical nature are u.nC..rtaken 

frvm time to time in tbe ~edical l~l~ratori&s o! the u.s.A. It 

is ~nc..~n that in tbese labLratories, computer-essisted rumearch 

aimsd at establishing tbe existence ot extrasensory perception 

im being performed. 

!orei~n Publications 

Results· ~f parafn~ycbul~gical research are usu~lly pub­

liobcd !n s~ecialized JournAls in a nu~ber· of countries. In 

America there are w~re than ten such JOUrnals, ~a well as five 

in ttw United Kingdom, aix in Italy, and two in france. Sevcnl 
I 

ut these publica ti\.)ns incorpura te parApsycbolQgy and astrology .• 

'lbare are a lsu publication& in a.any t.~ther European C(>UUtries and 

in Jn~an. In addlti~n, s~me oeientific publiahing housea pub-

,lisb a large nutAber uf parnvsycbulvgical monographs ae well aa 

·1Jr(..ceed1nga of parapoycb(JlulJical con:f.erencos and ay-,npoaia. 

Mil. terial c.>n parapaycbolcg-y •. eapec!zlly of n sensa tiona.l 

nature, is given broad exposure in such pub1icat1ons am ~ 

aod Stern. \...rccasi(.on.ally, eucb re3pectable scientific journal~; 

as Sci.~ ana Nature publisb articles about p:arapeycholo~y. Ae 

a rule, hew-ever, ~1ont1fic jvurnala ln tho fields of psych{)logy, 

parnpeychological rooo:1rch. ~)etw:tQn 1960 and 1970 tbQ -.rorld 'o 
. Approved For Release 2002(11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320b01-3 
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scientific psychological journals published only 13 experim~ntal 

parapeycholugical investiga.tions. 0! that number, positive 

results were reported in eight cases, the existence of pare­

normal phenomena in the utber five being unconfirmed. It iu 

interesting that during tbe Salle perivd, the world's parapsy­

cbolugical j~urnals published 143 experimental research projocta 

with ~vsitive results, and 19 with negative ones (Billig, 1972). 

This number dc...rea not include surveys, critical notes, and ro-

~rtu abvut uncontrolled obaervations. A large number of hand­

bvvks and textb<Joks on how tv conduct parapsychologie&l reBearc:h 

have been published as well, the latest, a atudy guide by R. H. 

Ashby, appenrin~ in lb72. 

The International Union oi PmycbolQgical Science has not 

' accepted repo.rts on paravsycholugical research for presentation 

at its CLngreeues. A sule exception was made at tbe 20tb 

luternatiunal Cungress of Psychology, held in Tokyo in 1972, 

when a repurt by the American parapsychologist S. Krippner, Y'dS 

presented. 

Wbile discussing publica tioniiJ, one sbuuld not <n!li t certain 

attempts at pvlitical gain connected with parapsychology. We 

have iD mind primarily a bovk by s. ustrander and L. ScbroedGr, 

Psychic Discuver1es Behind the lron Curtain. Tbia oook was 

written as a result of the authors• visit in 1968 tv the U.S.S.R., 

Bulga.r_ia, and Czecboslovnkia. Too authorB (who nre not scienti~t::l·) 

cump~sed a low-level wurk with cheap publicity as its main goal5 

Approved For Release 2002f11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 



Approved For Release 2002/11/1B : CIA-RDP96-00787R900500320001-3 

'l'be "JJarapsycb<ll<,gy '' in their lx.ok ia used to adnrtiN anti-

Scvietiall! and vice-versa. 'l't\e wb<Jle c:ff(,rt was ve~y auccessf.ul 

c~amercially and in less than tv0 years the bvok went tbrQugb 

five printings.. IIoiiOver, the bv(...k: is wr1tt_,n at a ver'7 low 

professie,nal level, abvund.s in factual ern:..rs, and contains 

overtly anti-Suvlet st.a teu:.onts. J<'urtherwore, 1 t e:xaggon t.eB 

tbG ... acbieve~:~ente · o:f 8~1ot ''parapaycbol(.gists. '' One often 12eets 

w1 th aimi lar exaggerations c.~n St:Jviet "parn.psychol<. .. gic~l a.chieve­

Rients ·• 1n tbe Western taedia, especially in parapsychological 

publ1cat1Gns nnd the maaa press, but usually without such openly 

aut 1-S(,viet "vax·tonoll. Frequently, tJno encounters spoculA. tions 

ll~ the theme u! paravsych'-lt..gy and nA til-nal cie!ense, paycbolc..gical· 

warfnre, i.ntel1.igence gathering, ~· All this sveeulation 
' prubably s.etrvt>s as a weans «..I ubtain1nS financial 11upport fCJr 

varapsycbvlvgical rflsearcb. FWwever, tho general otream of para-

~sycb~lugica1 literature simply dve& n~t coDtain evid~nc• that 

these a~11l1cativna of parapsych<,logy are freqU9ntlr ~de. 

farae~~cbol~gl in ~be ~.s.s.E. 

In tbe 1~209, Pr~feamvr L. L. 'asiliav. a student of 

Acado11ician V. M. Behkterev, conducted research in :.Cn.ingrad in 

tbe areas o! telepathy and clairvoyance. Bohkterev originally 

joined Vas111ev in this work... SilllilAr rc-eearch ns conducted in 

tba Uk~aine by B. B. Ks.zhinnky; ootb V~siliev al"\d Kazb:1nsky 

aet f(Jrth tho l'QBul ta o:t thoi.:o l"CJ~c:r.rcb in zcicntific ll'.onog-rnpli:. 

Approved For Release 2002(11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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and buok1.1 (~·I•, Vaeiliev, Ht64) •· 

ln the u.s.s.H. th8ro is no society which unites para­

paychol~gists. The provouents of thie kind of reseArch have 

fro~ time ~~ time joined toietber to wvrk within e0ctions ot 

otbar aocietles wbicb have usually been scientific and teehDi-

cal in cb~racter. In 1~65, a b1o1nformational section was 

organized within the Mosc~w DiviBion vf the Popov Scientific-

technicnl ~iety for Rndio-Enstn&ering and Eleetro-ccnmunication. 

Tbe 'bnsic a rill a inveatiea ted by that grc.up has been t.Glepn tbic 

coi:.Qunicat.i(ln. 

In 1967, an All-Union Section for T&ebnical Parap8ycbo1Qgy 

and Bivintrt::scopy w-aa organized wi tbin the Central Adrdniutra tion 

Qf the 8ciontific-tecbn1cal Society of t~R Instr~ent-Building 

lndu~try. I~ 196& and 1971 two sCientific technical &esinars on 

ttw "bi'-'physice l etfcct" (_! •.i •• dt.rvoing) wera held under i te 

auspiC6Bj in addition, a joint commission for coordinating ~ork 

on the vroblem v:f the "biupbysical etfaet 11 vaa elected. 'l'hore 

.are uthor individuals and small grcupa working in variuuc reO$areh 

1nst1 tutivns and scientific organiz.a tic.ma vbo, ei tbtsr dur"ing 

tbeir wvrking tiwe vr tboir uparo time, conduct renarch on ps.ra-

14YCbo1ogical of.fecta. 

In N1zhui1 ~a111 and other c1t1e~ in the UralD, roeoareb 

on the "dcl'Wll-c;..ptical effoet" (the !JO-called "~:ff&at of Rou 

vi !!lion" ic often iuelu<!ttd lrt -th~ e ircll't <'.lf parn.p•ycbolosic~tl 

Approved For Release 2002/11/18: CIA-RDP96-00787R0005003.21lll01-3 ....... "'"'n• 
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into account the results of nu~r.erous verifics.tionll and analo!IOUJf. 

caaee observed both nbroad and, more recently, in Mozcow, it 

would see111 that the "dermal vision" pbenumenon · actt.1.ally ~xista . 

and requireo careful study4 For the time being, however, it 1m 

certain.ly difficult to make definite conclusions about its 

mecb.ani&l'llO. 

PublicatioDJJ in the U.s.s.R. 

In the U.s.s.R., materials concerning parapsychology are 

usually published in collections of abstracts and the proceed-

ings of different confex·enceo and sytnpoaia. Thus, in 1972, five 

reports on psychokinesis were published in the proceedings of a 

conference ·entitled "Some Questions on the Biodynamics and Bio-

ene-rgetica of the Organism in Normal and Pathological States; 

Bi<Jeti.mulation by La.aer Radiation," beld at K.aznkb State University, 

· Soviet parapsychologists occasionally publish their results in 

· tee hnical journa lB (.! •!., ~d1otachno logy) but, for the t!lOIB t part, 

. they aypear in popul~r science magazines with maBe circulation 

(targeted mainly at young people) and in nowspapens. U:!!~ually 

these articles prasent reports ~bout foreign accompliehmentm. 

A great number of stories are written by journalists who, 

witb their characteristic penchant for exaggeration and sen-

sa tionalism '· &Jometimes describe barely positive res;sul tB as entirely 

credible, These kind of publications are numoroue. lt will 
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!J!! Young Naturnl1!!• and Knc..wledt-;e _!!! PuTOr. In 1973, Socialiat 

Industr~ al•v began t~ treat parapsych0l0gical tbe~es. The 

p~pulnr ~edia uaually do not pay ~ny attention tc the negat!~ 

results published by parapnychulogical specialists in aeientifie 
' 

jCJurnnls. 

In both S<,iviet and foreign publications on:a aay typic~lly 

find exaggerations of the results·obtained. Thus, judging by 

r•vurte in the American press, long distance telepathy experi­

ments ~re vrganiLed in 1~66 between Moscow And Ncvvsibir8k, and 

between M0ecuw and Leningrad, which achieved 1~sitive and 

reliable reaulte. All v! this is pure :fictivn. In the u.s.s.n., 

Kvnwv~ul Truth reported that in tbe telepathy tests bet¥esn 

Earth and ~'AJwllw 14," relin ble rosul ts were obtained. Edgar 
' ' 

Mitchell, an ~rganizer and participant in these experiments, 

Yrvte that the ezperimenta were primarily done for public 

. relations purp<-ses, that tbe results wore equiv()Cal, and w1ot'e .. 

over, that the uumber ~f success•s was ~ucb lower than the·theory 

• vf probability wvuld predict. Tbe lntter conclusion wvuld hftva 

deserved wore attentivn were it not !or Mitchell's statement 

o.bvut tho "public rela tivna" a.rJpo-ct of the experiz>Qnto. Our 

press alsu devoted speci&l attention to Nina ~ulagina, who bas 

becvme ~ universal vbject of telepathic and psychvkioutic re~arch. 

In the pa•t docade, no leEs than 500.articles treating 

var1vu5·aspects of parapsycholvgy were published in the u.s~s.n. 

M<.·St Ao! the !Ill P..r.e :rev(.)rts a bout lH.,orl y conCJD i ved "experiments;" 
pprovea t-or Release 2002!11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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which deaerve nQ Hrious attention. Their authors took no 

account ~f tbe atnndarde of proci8ion formulated for tbeee ex-

periments by the leading parapsycbologista tbemselve•. 

~ !!! thfl P:u·apeych~,;h,gista'! 

The majority of parapsychologists are individuals vbo 

have bAd no training in biology or psychology. Among then are 

a aigniticnntly farge number o:f wortwra in the exact sciences: 
. 

engineers, ~athe~~ticians, and physicists who,~ as a rule, have 

no J.ii!IYC bl.lLgica.l training. ln the last decade, these spe:cialilltfl 

very often (and without sufficient reason) changed their jobo 

for pvsitiGn£ in medical, physiulogical, vr p~ycbologicnl 
' 

institution•. A number of them desired to plungo into r0searcb-

jni the m~st mysterious and mvet interesting thinzs. As a rule, 

these parapsycbol~gir.ts are either persons qualified in their 

own tie ld11 but u~qua lified in paycholtJgy, who happeD to h.<tve 

ob&erved S<.,.<»e ''amazing" pm:ychological pbonomena, ur tbey ~re 

• p1!rt:<.,n.s tthv have ~cCJae victims of fr:u1dul.unt cb.arla tons. 

Parapaycbolo~ists often have an entirely practical. 

motiva~icn, for instance, to discover through tbeir studies of 

telepathy, a uew ~eann cf c~~=unication in ordar to be able to 

truusmit impvrtant informati~n, or through their studios of 

psychok.iDesis. to di&cove1· a. nov fonl c.;f eoorgy in ord9r to trip 

enough, ~H;mo. &ciQntists o:tten nhow themaelvea to be c:hildi!!.hly 

Approved For Release 2002{11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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credulvuB and na1va. Amvng pnrapsycbol~gists, ~ne can 11nd 

psychiatrists and d~~~ors or other apecialtios vbo in tbeir 

practice actually do ~baorve ancmalous ~aouomena which are bard 

to exl)lain. l'urtberm.ure, they ~ppear t() e;bservo the841 phenoraena 

Tbere alu~ exists a cate,ory of rather clever person• vb~ 

cften havo r.v aeri(Jull bacltground e;f ·any kind. Thet.:Je are the wry 

veople.wbo assu~ tbe role of pru~Qgandiats and impresarios for 

those vho nctual1y p~2seea unuGual abilities. Uft~~lly, they ar• 

. tbe Qnes ~h<J. insiot that parApoychology be recogniud aa a special, 

ind~ipendient science. 

Tbus, among paravsychol~gists and tb&ir Adherents are both 

serivus spccinlifits and cbarlatnna. It ia neceaaary to protect 

the fv~r from pct'riUJns wh<i ~ore acientifically unscrupulc..ua and 

who uae .specialists for their ~n purpvsea. 

Tbe subjects of parapaychological recoarcb Bre usually 

individualti who pussesa·beightened &Bositivity. However, &~metimes 

they are simply eick. people who auf fer froa disea84a of th<!J nerr OW!I 

systema }'vr inetance: pouplo wbo bnve "de~l vision" my also 

• bave distinctly expressed cerebral pathologies, tits of byatoria, 

etc. 

During tho f1ret doeadas of parap•ycbolugJ'D exiatooce, 

ratb01· .vri£Ait1ve m&tbvdr:J of recoArcb and proof vero usod cueh All 

card guening, tbe B\4.-"'S~HJtiQn of 'b:·cut~ or tbougbtB, ~· But 
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and more reliable means of prvc...t. 

A stream of engin~ers and physicists had a great influence 

on reeearch methvdology. Assuming that the huo1an brain vperates 

·111::o an electronic apparatus and that it is pi;Ssible to app.ly 

to 1 ts study conce~ts taken :from curt·esponding brailcbes of 

physics, tboy brought into parapsychology new methods of research. 

!his accl.iuots for the use of a whole series t.~f the modern 

technical ~etbods, particularly cumputer and laser techniques. 

Many workers in parapsychology regard the paran~rmal 

phenomena they are studying as ordinary physical phen~mena based 

en elec trvnlagnetic rad1a t i~ns. They are a ls0 u! the opinion tba t 

this energy, despite ita small quo.ntity, can lend 1tul1' to 

calculation and mea11urement. The search for and the 1nensure'lllent 
l t 

of electromagnetic fields cvutinue. These fields are called by , 

different natues ("bioplnsma," "electrogram," "bit.~p<Jtential," etc.) 

and aro c0mbined with the different traditionAl methods of 

research (for inetanco, the gueB&ing of one c.t five Zener cards, 

.bypnusis at n dist&nco, moving objects without contact). 

ln the framework of varapsycbnlo~y, fine progress has been 

made with instruments (including tbe most sophisticated devices) 

to apprais-e the functi<.Jnal etate ot individuals. For instance, 

the '~irlian eff~ct'' (photography of live tissues exposed to 

bigb frequonc y current) 'WatJ used by parapsychologists before 1 t 

was us~d by pbyHi~logists and psycbolt.~gi•tB. Tb~s, soms 

1odividunl research methodB develop6d in parapsychology som~times 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18: CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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turn out tv be uaetul for psycbophysi()logy and experimental 

peychology, even if they w~re not auccessful in revealing the 

nature of l-'arapaychological phenomena. 

Non-ioMtrumental methods o! parapeychol0gy aro also being 

perfected. Ten years ago, L. L. Vaailiev wrote about experi­

ments with "free material" in which the subject attempts to 

find out something about a given object among a great number of 

possible vbjects, the given ubject being unknown to him at the 

mument of the experiment. Vasiliev (1964:134-135) wrotG: 

·~he unavoidable shortcoming in such experiment5 lies in th~ 

fact that their evaluation is subjective but it is hardly possible 

to remove this subjectivity." Since that time, a method of 

analyzing results with the holp of a "jury" was worked out., The 

"jury .. knows what wau"received," what could have been transferred, 

and from what was received, they attempted to find out what was 

actually transferred~ If this is pu~sible, then the existence 

of a channel of communication between the points of ~ransmissi0n 

and reception i~ proven. M. Y. Bongard and M. s. Smirnov (1967) . 
wrote about this and other necessary cr useful methods in an 

article on the requirements for telepathic experiments. 

The Problem 0t ~~dulity i~ ~psychological Re~arch 

The histvry <;t p&rap!!lychology 1~ a hiatcry of tho unt"\a&k:-

ing of tra1.1d in which vorld-famouo ecient1ats such aa Dmitri 

Mendeleyov, tho American phyaicist, Robert Woodb aB~ 8~f~ro 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18: CIA-RDP96-00787ROO _500 0 -
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~ccaaiunally participated. Tbis naturaliy baE engendered dia-

trust ~~ par•psychol~gistR as well ns irritati~n on tbe part 

oi the II fCC ia iiata thamse l vas. The dists-ul'lt is inel.<elu!dng be­

cause, all t~.o;v uft.en. instances til outright mystification and 

fraud. during demt..nstratit..ns c.:f paruiJSycboh:.gical ,pheno.ena are 

obaervnbl~. 1be second reasvu fvr diatrust is tbe tact that 

varan~rmal phenomena cannut be reproduced. Th~re!ore, tbey do 

nvt moat require~nts for scieutitic acceptange. 

'I' be irnpoBe ibi 11 ty cf reproducing parapaycbolvgical 
. 

pbenc~r;a is explained by pt~inting t<.> dllfic.ul ties in setting up 

adequate experi&Ooenta duo pril\ar1ly tv the ~aculiarity <..>! tb<'t 

}Jbe:u.~~r ... a thom.5t~J lves. Since they ariue duri~>g s~cia 1 at~ teiA 
'I 

and C'-'nditi<-ns iu real life, it is di'fficult t<J re-create tbtllll in 

the labora tvry. 1.·ho pbenvmona descr1ood by para,Yeychologista 

.. &rc .rrustrat1.ngly Ull8t.a.blo; they vanish ae acC~n ao e:xterru.l or 

internal cund1t1ona bec<Jra.e unfavvrablo. S<ir.e p.arapGycholcgi&ttll 

·f5*'ate tbnt even vben favorable conditivna are present- it ia 

etill nut possible to preserve for lQng periodsof ti•e tbo~ 

state~ during which parapoycbological phenocenA cnn occur. 

this c~nstitutca the main difficulty in interpreting 

yarapsycholc..gicftl pbeuv1:11ena. Parapeycholl .. g1cal li.terature ia 

full v1 e~essively sensational deoeripti~ns, like those about 

'I'ed Serios (tho aubjoct of the Aa.erican p&)'chiatrigt, Jule 

EA89tHlhud) wbo purport~Ddly viuunlizod and t.ben psycbokinetic.all1 
pproved For Release 2002/11/18. 
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!'t:en IDvo bMnl ~ 9b• ~~c.aa10M1 ~ p::rf~, . 

par,toulArlr ~io!AU, o:~n bvit.tHA w tau part :!!! ~ 

aMlot;lal e.osG:lCM u o~rta 1a osrer to ·~ tz'to~. 

~11"1 D.PMklq 11 tl\ttrefozr.e, parapeyokalon' 1h1tlf hMJ ~ 

forita a J:HSt D~ of ~~ of erit1ul ~" &»d 

preee~ ftio-. o.u ke •Ulla414 1a 'bJ ~'Clf!.oAUOJt td 

t.~ phc~. Tb.tro an ~t:aliGU V1bD lx\'~t! to4 ~-.., 

psr~•z,oa ilk ':tat ffAld 1a tb» So'Y1n ~... ~"ClY, ne 

~tratio:u.a ol fnWICI ~ lld'l~ ooerd.uod ]plf'e~ts of 

t!:3 yr.lidity of dul31~ ~»~M. As rit.~ nlit;10'!\. Ctt vitlt 

tu p.a.naolMULl, "faith" lG ~ ~rttust tbaa ttw tu.u. ~ 

a:It!.recsin ~ to PI'O~G p&r&SIO~l P~M t.S ftll G1J 

a t;ea-&o-cc., .tovari ~tio~liD!a aM fn.OO of fi'V'&r'l/ flr~ tUlC 

11~ Pr90~1J 'tO that "fait!l." 

It 18 !itt~ to ~to C • D. 1«. ~1 (1~'~) e.~trtoz *"I 

a11 tuport..u~t u1ti4ml bcoll oa ptU"Z.~ta~tlolemr y.abltm~ 111 :uno 
in tbo v.:a.a.rt. f!A~l (ltnos:at'&) w~, "'OtW ~t ~~i­

oallJ alft.ira tbs' tta!t ~lta o' ~ ~W e.~ 4}1Ji»M1~ 
. 

..,,. fn~, kt aleo C>,D!I ~11'l:9t tel~ thtit tMJ dfor f:\Ml ~i 

of·~~ lJ<DrMpt109." 
... ...-..._, ... _....__,. 

_/ .. ~-.. OlrtYS.o=oly ~ ~ll1n1 ~ps~~l J'~ 

l.~toll7 to ~ppea. ~' t~ ml.a otti+..Ml.o t,o tb'fl ~?'A"tti> 

of tbltlr P.ioto~ ltJ t.b:t f~t t~t 'M 3~l to2' ~~~.:3 

1rdort'flat.1~.n ot 1~1~~ 10 ~~. At th:J -~~~ tir.tJt~> 
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elect1•ougnetic field c! c..rganisrna as a biol<.,gical link or 

carrier of il;.furmation. The research is being conducted c..n 

insects, ani~ls, and human~, but many Lf the researchers do not 

C(Jnnect their work t<J parapsycbol<..:gy, at least not t--vertly. The 

physical basis !or theoe phenomena still reatains to be diact~vered. 

Yany ~arapsychulvgists hold that tbe vhysical ~sis for 

the vbenumena eludes study becau~e sericus science Mtands alouf 

fr~m parapsychological research. Hvwever, it seems to ua that 

a great denl of the blame sbuuld be assumed by the parapsycbolo..;-

gists tberu.selves fur engaging in m.any activities· which set them 

np3rt fr(Jm serious science. 

Scme R.esu1 ts 

In the field of parapaychclogy, one must differentiate 

between itAagined "supernatural .. ph1tnomena tvuted by mystics And 

char la tana un the vne hand and pheno1>8na wbicb really exist but 

_hzve not yet been satis:factc.rily explained scientifically, either· 

psycholvgically vr pbysically, on the other. The first requit~ 

expu~ure and demystification. As for the second, it is necessary 

to cc.ntinue their study iu psycbolvgical, ph)'fiiolvgical, bio-

physical, 'm.edical, and other scie-nt1:f1c institutions. However, 

the disse~inativD of the tvtality uf parR~sycbolugical ideas in 

aspects and fCJrl!l& that often aim principally nt publicity play 

a nega·tiv3 rvle, _and feed the ne-eds (,;f una table persons who o~k 

scientificAlly inscrutable pri.uciplos. 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 
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An analysis uf the statue ll! parapeychol()gy indicates 

that it ia polluted with anti-scientific cunception~ and, that, 

to a great degree it has become a field uf activity for would-be 

nexperte." Some of those "eX:pEt't8" declare themselves to be 

leaders o! groupe and collaborators in organizations ~bicb hl\ve 

never existed in our country. '.'The lnsti tute of Technical 

Parapsychvlogy '' is an example of such an organization. It is 

necessary to put an end to the activity of poorly qualified but 
... 

militant parapsychological "experts" who take upon them9elve211 

tbe rule of voluntary and far frum unselfish propagandists and 

who isBue numerous reports and give lectures on parapsychology 

fur audiences which even include scientists. These lectures 

offer an unscrupulous mish-mash of fantasy and fact. 

The nun-critical stand toward parapsychology on the part 

(..If s<.>me seri<JU!5 scientists can be explained only by a lack of 

conce~n f~r scientific theory and for a aound philosophy of 

ac1ence. Thus, there iD no need for the existence of para-

~ p~;chvlogy as a s~ecial diacipline since the only factor that 

unites paravsychvlogiats is the myrsterious, enfgmatic nature 

surrounding tbe vhenomena they study. WQ also bold that the 

prnctice of publishing sensational material on parapsychology 

wbich lacks any scientific basis in newspapers, magazines and 

.£.'vpular b<.~uka, cannot oo tolera tod, A tradition which self-

respecting ·sclentists nvrmally follow is for some reason being 

broken by many p•n·apsycholl.:tt:;istJJ. Th~y need to Rdh~re t,o the 
Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 .. 
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practice ~f eeri~us scientific achieve~nts being published first 

in the epccialized literature and ~nly a.ftervurds in pupular 

editions. 

Certainly the time hss collAe t(... brinK (Jrder intv the 

' s.cientlfic researcb and study ~..~t the phanc...mena described in 

~arapsychul~tY· Uuch of the research in the field~! para­

psychvl~cy ia bein& dune by vhysicists and en"ineers. Therefore, 

it wculd be ex.,odiont to asaess. at tbe Institute !or Bivpbyeicm 

'-'! the u.s.a.h. Academy t..rf Sci.en.ces and at tbo Institute for 

Prvble~s ~! 1'rnnam1tting information ~f tbe U.S.S.R. Academy uf 

Science~;, the diroctivn and scienti.f ic level ·c:..·t the study of 

the "bi"vbysicill effect" (dvwaing). 'l'be electn .. ~<Ugnetic fields 

&enera."t-ed .~Y living urganisms C()Uld be liltewin<:! nssessed atJ a 

~ssible ~~aos ~f biolcgical iufo~ati~n (tele~athy), as well 

as many ~tber phenomena. lf att~nti~n is paid t~ thoee ph~n~mena 

tr .... lll the }J<-int (.If biophysics and infonu\tivn theory, these 

, ef!ortn will help to demystify them. 

~be psyeb()lvgic21 institutes ~f the U.S.S.R. Acade~y vf 

Sciencas and vl the U.S.S.R. Academy vf Pedagvgical Sciences 

and vtber puycbvlvgic&l 1natitut1~ns abould also give considera­

tivn t" tha p~ssioility vf ~uunting progra~s for a strictly 

scientific research into tbttu phenomena. Evidently it would 

be advisable tv Qrganizo a l&~ratvry within one of the 

peyclwlogica 1 inati tutio:::u; vhicb 'fiOUld study perauns wnv really 

du p~ss~~• uuuGUal ftbilitio~. It nay ~ found that ~ny of 
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these unusual abilities are ~wt necessarily paran(;rm.al in nature,. 

'!'be results vf such ref!ea rc h af tar meticulc.,;us varif ica tion 

should naturally be published first in the scientific literature 

and only afterwards 1n the popular pres~. 
·-·- --·-·-----~----

We believe that the attentic..n of serious scientific 

organizntivns toward the phenomena described in parapsychology 

could help t<.. discover their true. nature as well as to thwart 

the.charlatans who are taking advantage of an understandably 

naturnl interest on the vert of a wide audienoe. toward many 

unresolved mysteries r..~f the human psyche. Such an effort could 

alsv ·help tl.o discredit the ruyth :1 b0ut the eX'istence of a tmljor 

"parnpsychul<. .. gical movement" in tbe U.s .s. a. 
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